Lesson 2

Introduction

Lessons 2-8 introduce wénydn particles and present authentic texts or fragments
of texts from Chinese poetry, philosophy, and history. Each Lesson has a set of Active
Vocabulary words, which the student should memorize. Additional, less common vo-
cabulary items are annotated within the texts as they occur.

Vocabulary Notes may contain both cultural information and grammatical or
structural explanations. Since most classical Chinese texts are written from a Confucian
or Daoist perspective, it is impossible to understand many of them without a knowledge
of these world-views, no matter how good one’s grasp of the linguistic structures may
be. Some relevant notes are included in these lessons, but students are strongly encour-
aged to read a good introductory work on early Chinese thought in order to become
more familiar with Confucian and Daoist ideas and terminology. Other Cultural Notes,
not specific to Vocabulary, briefly introduce some major literary forms.

The Exercises section contains phrases, sentences, or entire short works from the
classics. For some of the more difficult selections, English translations are provided for

reference.

Each Lesson also introduces five chéngyii derived from Classical Chinese, which
are commonly used in contemporary Chinese texts.

Lesson 2



=

T Ay

“H

Jin
janzi
zr
yue

Xidorén

8 dao

i} ming

oZ zhi

H qr

1 i

2 zhé

m ér

= jie

Bl zhao

i hudi

FE Wi

& zhi

LT Kong zr

TF Meéng zi

ETF Ldo Zi

2= Li Badi

HIES  BdiJay

24 LiYu

R RD Liinyr

T Mengzi
Lesson 2

Active Vocabulary

lord; you (polite)
gentleman
you (polite); Master
to say, introducing a direct quote
petty person
path; the Way; to say
command; fate
subordinating particle; him, her, it
his, her, its; this, thay
be like, resemble
one who... ; marker for topic
and, but
all
morning
think about, rememper fondly; embrace
mist
goal, will, aspiration

Proper Nameg

Confucius, Chinese thinker (551-479 B.C.)
Mencius, Confucian thinker (372-289 B.C.)

Lao Zi (Lao Tzu), Daoist thinker, dates unknown.
Li Bai (Lj Po), poet (701-762)

Bai Juyi (Po Chii-yi), poet (772-846)

Li Yu, poet (937-978)

Analects ( Sayings of Confucius and hig disciples)

Menciys (Writings of Mencius; this book and the Analects
AES are the two primary early Confucian texts.)



Vocabulary Notes

1. & F - FBF /NN jan, zi, junzi, and xidorén

Jiin by ltself means “lord” or “prince.” It is also often used as a polite term of
address to a man of high social status: “You, sir.”

Zi means “offspring,” or specifically “son(s).” Like jin it is also used as a term of
direct address: “you.”

Z1 1s used with the surnames of some of the ancient philosophers as a title of
respect:

FLT-  Kongzi  Master Kong = Confucius

s Méngzi  Master Meng = Mencius

2T  Ldozl The Old Master = Lao Tzu; Lao Zi

In the Confucian Analects Gse, from which several of the passages in this textbook are
taken, ¥ zI yue means, “The Master (= Confucius) said.”

Confucius used the term janzi, or Lord’s Son, to denote a person who was a
Gentleman in a moral, not merely a social, sense. The term is now associated with the
Confucian ideals of character and behavior. The opposite of a jinzi is a xidgorén (small/
petty person), a common, unrefined, self-serving individual.

2. H dao

Dao, literally “path” or “way,” refers also to a philosophical principle in both
Confucian and Daoist thought. The term has a range of meanings varying from “the
supreme force that regulates the universe” to the “way” or “method” of performing a
mundane task, as well as its primary meaning of “path.”

Dao also means “to speak,” “'to say.”

3. &  tian

The basic meaning of tian is “sky;” a related meaning is a philosophical or reli-
gious principle similar to the Dao. In its first meaning it is contrasted with #f di “earth;”
in its second meaning it is often contrasted with A rén “mankind.” Tian can also mean

“day,” as in modern Chinese.
Some common compounds with tian:

TR under heaven = the whole earth, the world
KT Son of Heaven = the emperor
SNl Heaven’s Command = the Mandate of Heaven

(concerning who should rule on earth)
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4. =Y wan wir

Wanwi, “10,000 things,” “the myriad Creatures,” refers to all things on earth.
The term is often used in Daoist texts.

5. FHo#m you, wi

You means “to have,” “to exist,” “there are. . " Wi is the opposite of you: “not to
have.” “not to exist.” “there isno. "

Examples:
= having a name; the named
4 42, not having a name: the unnamed; nameless
i without a sound
B AH there are people who know
I 5] no one knows

6. = JE shi, fei

When shi and fz; are used as substantive or descriptive words, s means “right,”
“correct,” “true” and fer means “wrong,” “incorrect,” “false.”

As a verb or copula, shi can be used in its modern sense of “to be,” but this use is
not common in wénydn. Fei is more commonly used as a verb, and means “is/are not.”

Shi is also used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “this.”

Shifei as a phrase means “right and wrong,” “true and false.”

Examples:
Uiy like this
A this person
e here
Eiigs, without this

WAMEESE  clearly distinguish right from wrong

1, ERN= yan, yue

Ydn can mean “words,” “what ig said,” and can also mean “to say.” In the latter
case it usually introduces an indirect quote.

Yue is used to introduce a direct quotation.

Examples:
EAZE  the words of the sages (for use of ;> see #9 below)
5 The Master said: «,.»
" HE [The Book of] Poetry said: «._*
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8. ¥ hdo, hao

Note that in wénydn the word hao (fourth tone) is often used as a verb, meaning
1o like,” “to be good at,” in addition to its third-tone use as a modifier “good.”

Examples:
2 love to study
fres love the ancient [things/ways]
9. X

One of the most frequently encountered wénydn particles is zhi. It has several
different uses; two are introduced here, and others will appear in later lessons.

a) ZAht can function as a subordinating particle equivalent to [¥ de in modern Chinese.
In this pattern it connects two substantive words or phrases.

Examples:
ZEHZ%F  LiBai’s poems
K2 the Way of Heaven
iz the time when he/she was young
NZI1EZE  the proper path for mankind

b) Zhi can also function as a third-person pronoun “him,” “her,” “it,” as the object of a
verb.

Examples:
iz use it
Hiz know it
£ laugh at him/her/it
10, H  gf
Qr is often a third-person pronoun: “his,” “hers,” “its.” “their.”
Examples:
HE his kingdom
2HE his words, what he says

EEL rectify his heart

It can also mean “this,” “that,” “these.” or “those.”

Examples:
HiE after this
HEF at that time
Hb among them
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11. #4174l ri, si

R and si both introduce comparisons or similes.

Examples:
LNz flowers resemble snow
IR like old times
n—z as in a dream
{LIREE like the morning clouds
12,  #  zhé
Zhé can be used as a suffix to mean “one who does oris X.”
Examples:
LIS one who studies: a scholar
B old one(s)
E£E beautiful one(s)
M5 those who don’t know anything
13. 1 ér

Er, meaning “and” or “but,” connects two verbal elements. The element before
the ér frequently modifies or presents a condition for the main verb which follows.

Al is young and likes to study/ likes to study when young
Y R T 5 Respect ghosts and spirits, but keep them at a distance.
(Lunyu)

14.  (#Z keep them at a distance)

Note that in the last example in 13 above, i is used in a transitive sense, “to
distance, to keep at a distance.” Words which are normally considered intransitive or
stative verbs are often used this way In wénydn,

Examples:
=g consider it to be valuable
HHF consider his son to be wise (%5 zhi—wise)
v make things difficult for him
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Exercises

Phrases

I WnEE

2. KM h
3. BZTF

4. BYZ
5. SERE

6. {HHE

7. FRWE

8. HNE
9. EZHE
10. EAITE
11. R TFZIEE
Sentences

12, RERE
13. HEERINK
14, BFEZ

15, B2 E RBE&Z

16. Bz ABEEZ2 (&F)
17. |AFEE

18. ¥H : &
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Lines from Poems (all from Li Baj ZH)

(The space between groups of characters indicates the basic structural or syntactic divi-
sion of the line.)

L BFR H=EWL
2. RE #gm
3. AR BAE
4. B\BE HIEME
5. B RAMH
6. AH XKL=
7. Z¥ FEE
8. SA TR &g

Poem by Bai juyi HES

1EIETE
%#W!%ﬁ%’&¥%’%%f°
L= TER  RUPE wmEE.

B mi search for, find

Poem by Li Yo z:i4g

Li Yu, also known as Li Hou Zhy 8 E, was king of the Southern Tang, one of the
short-lived states that succeeded the Tang dynasty. His kingdom was conquered by the
Song dynasty in 974, and he was taken north into captivity, where he wrote many lyric
poems including this one, poignantly recalling his earlier life of luxury.

HITH
%9@?%&%ﬁ¢’ﬁM§%ﬁtﬁ°
BRI ERIEHM, -

b2} hiin soul
bii) yudn garden
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Edifying verse from an anecdote by Liu Xiang 2[5
VIS « 41 H 2 B
LTS > WE > 3k
BNAFE - W 2 o

5 ydng bright

i zhuang robust, prime of life
] bing luminous

Jig zhil candle

Selections from the Analects 38
L FH EZEFHREMTHE - (1531)
2. FHTAEEAL  TREEE o (8.14)
3. THRHE: EETFZE-
TH: BERZ  BREZ  VEBZ o (525
T#&  Ziln—a disciple of Confucius
4. BE WHEmMBHA - (1537)

Selections from Lao Zi #F%

L. JERIE - JEHE - BA4L o JER K o (Ch. 1)
Ziie HE  BWZE - (Ch 1)

HETRS + SEFH o (Ch. 56)

EETE » EETE «(Ch. 81)

nacll O -

(@3  Z779 —F6 ) A4
B, FFE, B ASBILE)
Ao HEB LRSS TRE 2%, W
BT EXEM M, TR
K, BB, BEMERELE,
PR, L O, e
ﬁ.ﬁ&«ﬁﬁ».ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%z
He WifERER = = ALk,
%ﬁ«xw»~«ﬁﬁﬁmm»$u
%%ﬁ«%miﬁ%»\«ﬁ$».
«ﬁﬁ»,«ﬂﬁﬁxﬁmﬁmw‘
«ﬁﬁ»iﬁ%f,@ﬁ~%%t%
ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁTﬁzﬁﬁﬁE&$
ﬁ%@ﬁﬁcﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ»aﬁﬂ%
/IR B B {5
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Chengyu

[Explain the literal meaning, then check a dictionary to find how each expression is

used. ]

vos W

mpeYNEl
LR
wfaBK
SEEE

HKERE

Lesson 2

17



